POLANIEC (PLONTCH) ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION, NEW YORK

NOVEMBER 12, 2006

When I received the announcement of the anniversary celebration dinner, it gave me the idea to move forward on a project that I had in mind for a while.  As I took early retirement last year, I have more time to spend on genealogical interests. The goal was to extract genealogical information from the first three films of Jewish vital records (birth, marriage and death) for the town of Polaniec (1826-1865) and to share that information with the members of the Plontch Society in New York City.   As later records were recorded in Russian, I was unable to work on those films.

I found my grandfather’s (Lipa Eliazer Offman, son of Lejbus and Frajda, grandson of Saul (Szulim) and Curtla) birth record in the Polaniec microfilms produced by the Mormon Church LDS.   I have been lucky in finding many Offman family records in the Polaniec registers.   In neighbouring towns and small villages I was able to obtain additional records from places such as Klimontow, Koprzywnica, and Bogoria.  (For general interest, a list of all the Jewish town records microfilmed by the Mormon LDS Family History Library can be found on the Jewish Gen website at www.jewishgen.org.).  

 I have completed the extraction from the LDS microfilms and Orit Lavi proofed the entire database using the Excel programme. Excel will enable users to sort the database in various ways: by surname or parents names, for example.  Some columns in the files are hidden (year, AKT and Film#), so it is necessary to go to the Format menu, select Column, then Unhide. Sorting the records may show family members who are listed under a different or incorrect name as this happens with some frequency.   Attached are the Excel files that contain birth, marriage and death record listings from the three LDS microfilms numbered 0588928, 0588929 and 0588930  - approximately 3400 records.  Special thanks to Mike Gottlieb for posting the results at www.plontch.net
The results may be useful for Polaniec researchers, to the members of the Society, or for their families.  The Polaniec registers, until 1887, also include those of the records for Osiek as well as families from nearby smaller villages.  Osiek has its own registry from 1888.  Researchers from these places may also find the database helpful.

While working on Jewish genealogy online exciting things can happen.   A few years ago I sent a genealogical enquiry, to an Israeli researcher, Orit Lavi, who was working on her extensive family that originally came from Polaniec but lived mainly in Osiek.   At that time, Orit was looking for a marriage record from 1863 where the bride was an Ofman.  I had a copy of this record and shared materials with her.  We confirmed our Ofman connection and in this way discovered cousins online.   Orit offered to check the database for this set of records.   It is her painstaking work that has vastly improved this project, as she is a most meticulous researcher.   I can’t thank her enough for her care, expertise and infinite patience.

P.S.  NOTE WELL: several words of caution should accompany any extraction effort, especially, a first attempt.  While working on 3400 records, there were uncertainties, so there are “?” on several records.  Part of this doubt is caused by the poor quality of the calligraphy as scribes fitted four records on a page where normally there are two and sometimes the condition of the books being photocopied were poor to the point of illegibility. Errors occur in the original records with regularity.  It rapidly became evident  that “facts” pertaining to age and the spelling of names can be at best estimations or approximations.  

The golden rule for family research is to find and double check the primary source data for verification.  The information I have provided is secondary material and serves as a guidepost, to save time and effort by knowing exactly where to find family records.  I can’t stress enough how important it is to look at the records in person.   It is possible to order the microfilms through the nearest public reference library that may have an agreement for inter-library loans with the LDS Mormons.   If not, you may contact the local Latter Day Saints Church.  If you read Polish, you may be fortunate enough to find more details than those I have provided.

Although having the opportunity to work on this project appears to be a solitary effort, I have relied on the expertise of more seasoned researchers.    It is for that reason I wish to acknowledge the people who directly or indirectly helped me attempt this project.   I wish to thank the following:

· Orit Lavi, Israel, who enhanced this database and made an invaluable contribution in completing this task;

·  the librarians and technicians of the Canadian  Department, 4th floor, Yonge Street , Toronto Public Reference Library and the front-line staff at the Circulation Desk; 

·  the volunteers responsible for Jewish Gen: The Home of Jewish Genealogy www.jewishgen.org; the providers of the database of the Jewish Record Indexing Project of Poland www.jri-poland.org
·  the Family History Library Catalogue of the Mormon Church LDS www.familysearch.org; 

· Judith R. Frazin, author; “A Translation Guide to 19th Century Polish-Language Civil-Registration Documents”;

· the editors and contributors of the former Kielce-Radom SIG Journal;

· The Plontch Society of New York and members Dr. Sheila Offman Gersh and Mike Gottlieb;

· The Jewish Genealogical Society (Toronto) and members Peter Jassem and David Price; 

· Ron Greene, Vancouver; Jonathan Gadir, Australia; family members Eric Offman, Leon Offman, the late Frayda Offman Szlachter and Morris Szlachter; friends in genealogy Helen Marinatos, Vicki Little, Gail Skikevitch, Susan Wintrop and Dean Levesque.     

Linda R. (Liba-Rachel) Offman   (linda.offman@utoronto.ca) 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada          
